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Students’ unions make for a greener society

Students’ unions are leading the way when it comes to the Big Society, greening campuses and communities across the UK, according the latest findings of a national green scheme.

Green Impact Students’ Unions seek to capture the positive green innovations in students’ unions and promote them to the general public. This year the scheme has found more inspirational initiatives than ever, including a black-out day to save energy, the reallocation of end of semester unwanted food to homeless people, and a campaign against fly-tipping. 

‘This year a record 88 students’ unions took part in our scheme, capturing an array of novel ideas, including energy audits of students homes, a rooftop vegetable garden with bee hives, and a part-time carnivore scheme to reduce the consumption of meat’ said Susan Nash, NUS’s Vice President Society and Citizenship. 

Susan added ‘With 27 unions reaching our Gold standard, 33 reaching Silver, and 15 reaching Bronze, we have demonstrated that we have collectively made a really positive impact on the environment’.

The union with the highest score was Loughborough Students’ Union, credited for installing fridges fitted energy-saving automatic blinds in their shop, and for Experience the World, their scheme that helps students carry out conservation projects overseas. 

Green Impact is run by NUS, sponsored by The Co-operative and in partnership with The Ecologist.  
ENDS.


Note to editors
· Green Impact is an environmental accreditation scheme with an awards element designed specifically for students’ unions. 
· The scheme seeks to encourage, nurture, reward and celebrate good environmental practice in students’ unions.
· The 2010/11 academic year was the fifth year that the scheme has been run.
· This year 88 unions took part, with 27 achieving the Gold standard.
· Standards and awards were presented at NUS Services’ Annual Dinner at the Ramada Hotel, Manchester on 20 April 2011.
· The awards ceremony was hosted by Alex James from inDemand at Key 103.
· A full list of standards and rankings for the top scorers can be downloaded from www.nus.org.uk/greenimpactunions. 
· Green Impact Union of the Year 2010/11 was Loughborough Students' Union, for the highest overall score, 812 Green Impact points. 
· University College London Union scooped The Co-operative International Development Award for their Haiti fundraising campaign.
· Liverpool Guild of Students collected the Green Innovation Award for their rooftop and community food growing schemes.
· Bangor Students' Union took home both The Ecologist Communications Challenge Award and The Co-operative Most Improved Union Award, the latter for recording a whopping score increase of 514 Green Impact points, leaping straight from Bronze to Gold.
· For further information, and a selection of high-quality images for use with this story, please contact j.agombar@nus.org.uk, 01625 413200.  
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