Elections Rules
Any breach of the Elections Rules could result in disciplinary action being taken
against you by the Deputy Returning Officer (DRO). The DRO reserves the right to
distribute sanctions that are deemed to be fair and equivalent to any breach of the
Elections Rules.
General Rules
1. BCUSU aims to:
I.
Conduct all Elections fairly.
II.
Ensure all student members, whose principle relationship at BCU is
not as a staff member, have the opportunity to participate fully in all
aspects of the Election.
III.
Conduct Elections in a spirit of friendliness and cooperation.
Requirements
1. All candidates must be eligible to stand in the elections and must agree to the
Terms and Conditions.
2. All candidates must sign up to the Elections Rules.
3. All candidates must attend a training session or meet the DRO following the close
of nominations and before the voting period begins.
4. All candidates are required to attend Question Time event/s hosted by BCUSU.
Conduct
1. Campaigning may only begin after candidates have attended the training and
agreed to the Elections Rules, and the campaigning period has opened.
2. Candidates and their supporters may only alter, move or remove their own
campaign materials.
3. Candidates and their supporters must not communicate or interfere with voters in
any way once they have begun to complete their ballot.
4. Candidates must take reasonable steps to ensure that their supporters’ actions
comply with the campaign rules at all times and must be able to demonstrate this
in the event of a complaint against them.
5. Candidates and their supporters may only use mailing lists where lawful to do so.
In most cases, they require the consent of the student members on the list to use
their details. Please see guidance on Reps and Student Groups Support
document where this is outlined.
6. Candidates are not allowed to run in a slate. A slate is defined as a group of
candidates joining together whether via resources, campaign material or
encouraging voters to vote for other candidates.
7. Candidates and their supporters should not engage in behaviour that could be
considered abusive or constitute a personal attack on a named individual.
8. Candidates and their supporters should avoid behaviour that could be considered
intimidation or harassment of an individual to vote in a particular way.
Budget and Promotional Material
1. An equal amount of budget will be allocated to all candidates. The amount will be
announced by the DRO during candidate training.

2. No candidate may spend more on their campaign than the limit set by the DRO.
3. Items freely and readily available to all campaigners can be used by all
candidates.
4. Items that campaigners already own can be valued using a minimum price list
available from the Activities and Representation Team. The DRO will value items
not on this list within one working day of the request for an evaluation.
5. BCU and BCUSU logos may not be used in candidate promotional materials to
indicate sponsorship or support for any particular candidate(s), but can be used
to show engagement during your time at BCU. BCUSU student group logos may,
however, be used with permission in candidate promotional materials.
6. Candidate promotional material must be signed off by the DRO prior to
circulation.
These rules refer in part to Bye Law 11, which can be found on BCUSU’s website.
They act as a supplement to general BCU and BCUSU rules and regulations. By
signing the below, you acknowledge that you have read and understand the above
rules and that you agree to abide by them.
Name: ________________________________________
Signature: ____________________________________________
Date: __________________________

