​​​​​Helping Hand: New Society
If you have an idea for a new Society that currently isn’t being catered for why not have a go yourself? This Helping Hand will show you just how easy it is to start up your own Society!

It started with an idea…

So you already have an idea for a brand new Society? Well that’s 95% of the job already done! Just follow the rest of this Helping Hand and you will be a Student Group Leader in no time at all!
Spread the Word…

To start up a new Society you will need to have at least 10 students, who are willing to be members. Their Student I.D numbers will need to be recorded and handed into the Student Activities & Development Department. 

Write the members names and student I’d number in the space below:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10. 
Aims and Goals:

For any Society to be successful having clear aims and objectives for that year are essential. So in the space below please record what the main aims of the Society will be and the goals you have for the year. 

Overall aim of the Society:

●

Goals for the year:

●

●

●

●

●

These aims and goals are essential as not only will they give you a focus for the year ahead but they will also help to form your Society Constitution which is the next step!

Constitution:

Every Birmingham City Students' Union Student Group has a written constitution that outlines certain key information. The aims and goals you have just written will make up the majority of the constitution. Pop in to your local Students’ Union Office with this Helping Hand and a member of staff can help you complete the constitution. 

And finally:

To make your new Society official it will need to be ratified by Societies council. All this means is that you will have to present your constitution to council and if they are happy that the aims and objectives are different to that of any Student Group then you can become an official Birmingham City Students' Union Student Group! 

Other Useful Information:
Finances:

All new Societies have to be financially viable themselves for the first year and then when they continue into the 2nd year the Students’ Union will help support your aims and objectives. 

New Student Groups will get a small fund to help them start up their group. Talk to a member of the Student Activities team to confirm this.
Committee Structure:
Although you are the Student Group Leader you don’t have to do everything all by yourself! Having a strong committee working alongside you will only benefit you and the Student Group. It will also help you with retaining your members as it allows the chance for members to get involved and make a real difference to the success of your Student Group.

Other Helping Hands that may be of use to you:
A Strong Committee & Effective Committee

Recruiting and Retaining

Holding an event

Organising an Nightclub event

Student Activities & Development

The ARC (Activities & Resource Centre) on Level 3 of the Union Building at City North Campus is your first port of call for all things Student Group and Volunteering related.

Opening Hours:

The ARC is open – Monday to Friday 10-3pm or call 0121 331 6804

Useful Contacts:

Jim Goulding (Activities&Sports Officer) union.activitiesandsports@bcu.ac.uk
Michael Gale (Student Development Coordinator) michael.gale@bcu.ac.uk
Jo Bailey (Student Activities Coordinator) joanna.bailey@bcu.ac.uk[image: image1.jpg]Sprrts
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